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Flooded streets in Las Vegas on June 13, 1955. Photo Credit: UNLV Library 

Collections. 

 

Hundreds of flash floods have impacted the Las Vegas Valley over the years. 

However, the historical significance of flash floods over time can easily fade. 

Newer residents of the Las Vegas Valley may be familiar with the significant flash 

floods of September 11, 2012 or July 8, 1999. Both of these flash floods, while 

historic in their time, had their magnitude mitigated by flood control in the Las 

Vegas Valley. There was a time in the Las Vegas Valley when flood control did not 

exist and one event in particular sparked the need for the Las Vegas valley to do 

something about flash flooding. This spark was the flash flood of June 13, 1955. 

 

Here are some highlights of the June 13, 1955 flash flood: 

 

 First flash flood to cause over a million dollars in damage ever in the Las 

Vegas Valley. 

 Damages totaled $2.7 million in 1955 dollars. Adjusted for inflation this 

would be about $23.8 million in 2015 dollars. 

 Heavy rain fell over the Spring Mountains and swept down natural 

washes into the Las Vegas Valley. Only 0.39 inch of rain along with hail 



fell that day at McCarran Airport at the National Weather Service weather 

station. 

 Floodwaters picked up lumber and debris as they moved through the 

city. 

 Water was reported to be up to 4 feet deep. 

 Significant flooding on Fremont Street with “feet” of water flowing down 

it. 

 One runway was covered with rocks and mud at McCarran Airport. 

 The Charleston Avenue Underpass flooded. 

 Nearly 70 percent of phone service was lost as phone poles and thus 

phone lines were knocked down by floodwaters. Phone service altogether 

was cut off to Henderson for several hours. 

 

Shocked by the magnitude of the flooding and the number of residents that 

experienced damage, this event highlighted several issues: 

 

 Few business or homeowners had flood insurance. 

 Many did not care to pay for flood insurance in a “desert area”. 

 No organized flood control existed in Las Vegas. 

 

Following this event, local leaders met to discuss the need for flood control in the 

valley. Although several more major floods would take place, the Clark County 

Regional Flood Control District was ultimately formed with the goal of overseeing 

flood safety in the Las Vegas Valley. In addition, there was no direct weather 

radar coverage in southern Nevada until the 1970s. Even satellite and weather 

observations were very limited with no dense network of organized weather 

stations existing within the Las Vegas Valley. Forecasters in the 1950s relied 

heavily on whatever they could see out their windows and got from reports from 

the public or local officials. Today, the area is served by a radar operated by the 

National Weather Service located at Nelson Peak that assists forecasters in 

monitoring shower and thunderstorm activity and provides a more timely way to 

alert of threatening weather. In addition, the National Weather Service and Clark 

County Regional Flood Control District have an extensive amount of data 

available to track the weather via satellite, computer models and current weather 

observations from dozens of automated weather stations around the Las Vegas 

Valley. 

 



 
 

 
Photos from the Las Vegas Review-Journal of rescues taking place during the 

June 13, 1955 flood. The bottom photo was taken at the Charleston 

Underpass. 



 
News article that appeared in the Las Vegas Review-Journal in the days 

after the June 13, 1955 flood talking about the need for flood control in 

Las Vegas. 

 



 

 
Supplemental rain totals from around the Las Vegas Valley published in 

Climatological Data – Nevada. 


